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Free Culture Research Workshop 2009 at Harvard Law School

Essay by Berkman Center, November 4, 2009

The Free Culture 2009 research workshop built on the enthusiasm generated by the First
Interdisciplinary Research Workshop on Free Culture which took place during the 2008 iSummit
in Sapporo, Japan. It presented a unique opportunity for scholars whose work contributes to the
promotion, study or criticism of an emerging Free Culture, to engage with a multidisciplinary
group of academic peers and practitioners, identify the most important research opportunities
and challenges, and attempt to chart the future of Free Culture.

Our aim was to provide an opportunity for scholars and practitioners to discuss their findings,
experiences, and vision for a Free Culture with peers whose backgrounds extend beyond
individual disciplines, because we believe that the wider participation in the creative process
(and consequently in the formation and dissemination of our modern culture) enabled by new
Internet technologies, innovative legal solutions and new business models, are far-reaching and
therefore deserve to be examined through the lens of multidisciplinary inquiry. More specifically,
this year's workshop was focused on:

(a) participant interaction and joint reflection on key findings from cutting edge research in the
field (b) the development of a research agenda, with the identification of key topics for future
research (c) facilitating research collaborations and exchange of ideas between different
academic institutions engaged in Free Culture research (d) fostering useful academic outputs
over the next 12+ months (e) considering policy recommendations or a policy orientation that
may emerge as a result of Free Culture research and scholarship

Please find the agenda, list of written submissions, and more information about the day at
the event's wiki.
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= |CT Diffusion: Have we really made any progress?
by Sabri Saidam

Internet and Politics Conference

e The New Activism: Why Volunteering Declined in Campaign 08
by Ari Melber

e Participation and Polarization in the Networked Public Sphere
by Henry Farrell

¢ A Response to Working Hypothesis: Internet and Politics 2008
by Sunshine Hillygus

Youth and Media Policy Working Group Initiative

o Moving Beyond One Size Fits All With Digital Citizenship
by Matt Levinson, Deb Socia

o The Future of Internet Safety Education: Critical Lessons from Four
Decades of Youth Drug Abuse Prevention

by Lisa M. Jones

o Online Safety: Why Research is Important
by David Finkelhor, Janis Wolak, Kimberly ]. Mitchell
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